
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 9 (Part 2) 
Matthew 9:14-17 - Jesus’ Ministry Is New & Different 
 

Jesus’ ministry was an interesting movement. There was a seriousness, sobriety, and narrow focus on work he had been sent to do 
while at the same time there was joy, celebration, and randomness associated with the work. Jesus, the king of the Kingdom of God 
(aka the Messiah) was demonstrating the power and experience of the age to come as he interacted with the world. John the Baptist 
on the other hand had a different calling and ministry focus - he did no recorded miracles, ate at no banquets and lived and 
preached in the wilderness rather than the cities. 

 
Jesus is bringing something new and different.  Though there is a familiarity to his preaching and he’s not in opposition to the 
teachings of the Hebrew Scriptures, what he is doing can’t be put in the same box as anything that has come before. To use his 
own language - it's a garment, but a new one, it’s wine but new wine that needs a new container. 

 
Leviticus 15:19-33 - Laws Regarding Discharges Of Blood 
 
Matthew 9:18-26 - Jesus Heals Synagogue Leader’s Daughter & Women With Hemorrhage 
 

Jesus’ healing ministry continues and now affects the daughter of “a synagogue official” and a woman who had been suffering 
with a blood hemorrhage (ESV: “discharge of blood”). Presumably the synagogue official would have been devoted to the law and 
kept himself clean and pure.  On the other hand, the woman with the hemorrhage would have been forced to live outside the 
community until her days of discharge had ended because she was considered ceremonially unclean. 
 
So in the same record Jesus is going to engage with a man who is respected by the community and maintains holiness and a woman 
ostracized from the community and unable to be clean. 
 
And she risks a lot to come to Jesus and touch him, but it is this very act of faith in God’s power that heals and cleanses her. 
 
And ironically, Jesus then travels to the man’s house and touches his dead daughter.  This would have normally made someone 
ceremonially unclean too!  
 

Numbers 19:11 - 'The one who touches the corpse of any person shall be unclean for seven days. 
 
And yet touching her is what brings her back to life (thus she isn’t a corpse anymore)!  The bounds of clean/unclean are being 
challenged because of Jesus and his compassion fueled ministry. He cares about others more than how it might affect him. For sure, 
Jesus never becomes unclean or unholy and yet is able to enter these spaces and bring holiness and cleansing. How appropriate 
that he just quoted the following to his audience earlier in this chapter: 
 

Matthew 9:12-13 - But when Jesus heard this, He said, "It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who 
are sick. 13 "But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT SACRIFICE,' for I did not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners." 
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Matthew 9:27-31 - Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 
 
Q - What do you think of the question that Jesus asks the blind men? 
 

This is another opportunity to highlight that there isn’t one way that Jesus is healing.  In the case of the synagogue ruler’s 
daughter, Jesus goes to the house and raises her from the dead. In the case of the woman with the hemorrhage, she comes to him 
and by touching him she is healed.  Here the blind men come to Jesus and he engages with them about their faith and touches them. 
In the record that will follow, Jesus will heal a mute, demon-possessed man without engaging in a conversation with the man at 
all. 

 
A reasonable takeaway is that there isn’t a formula for healing and deliverance.  We ought to pray for healing, have faith that 
God can heal and then trust in Him to do what He knows is best.  We know the general ingredients involved in healing (faith, 
prayer, ec), but we don’t always know how it all comes together.  

 
Matthew 9:32-34 -  Jesus Heals A Mute, Demon Possessed Man 
 
Q - why do you think the Pharisees responded like this? 
 

Jesus is doing good work and confounding the expectations and opinions of the religious leaders.  As a result they push back 
against his ministry while the common folks of the region are rejoicing. Jesus is looking at the needs of the people, the Pharisees 
are looking at how Jesus is doing what he is doing and even now accuse him of working for the devil!  They don’t deny that he has 
power, they deny that his power comes from God. 

 
Matthew 9:35-38 - The Shepherd’s Perspective 
 

“Distressed” (<4660> σκύλλω skullo) - troubled - also translated harassed (ESV, NIV), confused (NLT), bewildered (NET), 
fainted (KJV), weary (CSB) 
 
“Dispirited” - (<4496> ῥίπτω rhipto) - to be thrown or cast - helpless (ESV, NLT, NET), scattered abroad (KJV), worn out 
CSB), downcassed (NAS)  

 
While Jesus is ministering and meeting needs, he also recognizes that the needs of the region, not to mention the world, are greater 
than even he can meet during his time. And so he tells his disciples that there is a need for more laborers.  Amazingly, it will be 
these disciples who will eventually continue this ministry work of preaching, loving and healing and then pass the baton of 
“gathering the harvest” to successive generations of those who confess Jesus as their Lord. 
 
Jesus sees needs and people in distress and is moved with compassion. He isn’t irritated by their annoyances or lack of faith. Instead, 
he recognizes that the needs ultimately stem from humanity’s need to be shepherded and when left to wander on their own they are 
troubled. 
 
May we not only be the answer to this prayer for more laborers, but also be moved with compassion to care for the lost sheep all 
around us. 
 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

